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:é*/ WHAT’S YOUR POINT?—DEVELOPING A THESIS STATEMENT

National History Day projects should do more than just tel a story._Every extibi, performance, documentary,
web site, and paper should make a point about s topi. To Go this n your project, you wil need to develop
your own argument about the istorial impact ofthe person, event, or idea you are studying. The point you
make could aso be called a thesis statement. A thesis stalement s not the same as a [opic. Your thesis
statement expresses your opinion about the impact and signifance of your topc. Researchers start out wih a
topic and a research question, but they usually don't have  thesis statement rght away. Instead, they develop
their thesis over time as they learm more about their topi and make judgments about the evdence they find

A good thesis statement doss three things:
+ Addresses a narrow topic
« Expresses an opinion
« Evaluates significance

For a demonstration, check outthe building of the thesis statement below:

Step 1: “Immigration to Milwaukee.”
Thi i not a thesis statement yet because It doesnit address a specifc, narrow fssue related to immigration to
Milwaukee. What wil the project examine? Health and sanitatin in immigrant neighbohoods? Labor issues?
The polka? There are thousands of iImmigration topcs that a istorian could research about Milwaukes. This
opic needs to be narrowed quite a bt befor I can be used to buld a thess.

Step 2: “Lizzie Black Kander and Jewish immigration to Milwaukee from 1880-1920."
This i & nice and narrow topic, but I st not a thesis. This phrase expresses o opinion and makes no
argument about the significance of Kander and Jewsh immigration

Step 3: “Lizzie Black Kander used her cooking classes and The Settiement Cookbook o teach
Miwaukee's Jewish immigrants about American culture.”

This sentence is close o a thesis statement, but t st uite there yet. The researcher now snows an opinion
about the purpose of Kanders work, but sl doesn't tell us why the topic is signficant What efects did The
Sefflement Cookbook and her cooking classes have? How did Kander's actions change the ives of Jewssh
immigrans?

Step 4 “Through her cooking classes and The Settlement Cookbook, Lizzie Black Kander introduced
Milwaukee's Jewish immigrants to American culture, helping them assimilate and avoid discrimination.”
We have a winnerl This thesis ooks at @ narfow {opic, expresses an opinion, and evaluates the

signifizance of the topic. A History Day project based on tis thesis statemen would discuss Kander's work and
Show evidence that she helped immigrants assimilate and avoid discrmination

Testing Your The:
Atnesis stalement expresses an informed opinion. To test th sirengih of your thesis, tink about what an
opposing opinion might be. If someone could argue tnat your opic is nt signifcant i history, or tha t s

signfcant for & ifferent reason, how would you argue againsttheir interpretation? Why i your view stronger?

To visualize and organize your ideas, try draving a chart Ik this one on a piece of paper. Now consider the
sirength of each argument. Do you need more evidence fo support your thesis statemnt? How willyou deal
wih evidence that supports opposing argumenis? Thinking about questions ik these can help you decide what
the nextstep in your research process should be.

Wy thesis: Opposing arguments

Evidence that supports my argument Evidence hat supports 0pposing arguments

\Wich argument s stongest? Why?
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GOOD, THE BAD, AND THE UGLY: COMPARING THESIS STATEMENTS
Sharing hesis stafemens wih students—both good and bad-—can help them understand (he characterstcs they
S e s1g ot in thir own work. Share the foowng tesi salements with you studers on the chalkboard
e ehead. Ask them to brainstorm possibe problems o posilve charactritcs of each. Keep in mind that even
the "Best”statemenis are a work in progross!
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